
Have you ever read a very familiar passage and suddenly gotten a new insight?   I Corinthians 13 is probably the
best known chapter in the Bible. In my case I had usually read it too fast, because, of course, I knew what it
said!!  Recently Sharrin and I read it slowly, really trying to comprehend each word. Wow, what a difference!! I
sincerely pray this review will stir your hearts as it did ours!

In a perfect example of showing the importance of love, the Holy Spirit compares love to other important
characteristics of Human nature; Ability to speak the languages of men and angels, The gift of prophecy,
Understanding all mysteries, Having all knowledge, Faith great enough to move mountains, Giving all we Have
to the poor, even Sacrificing our life, ... BUT without love all these great outward signs means NOTHING !!!      

1 ¶  If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am only a resounding gong or a
clanging cymbal. 2  If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I
have a faith that can move mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. 3  If I give all I possess to the poor
and surrender my body to the flames, but have not love, I gain nothing. 

Please think about the magnitude of these comparisons! If we know everything (all mysteries and all knowledge)
and have great faith (so as to move mountains), great benevolence (give all to the poor) and even giving our life
for Christ,  ...  it all counts for nothing, unless we have love!!!  

Love is an emotion which motivates. Perfect love is defined here by it’s characteristics. If this doesn’t describe
our love, .....  we have a lifetime to make it so!

4 ¶  Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 5  It is not rude, it is not
self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. 6  Love does not delight in evil but rejoices
with the truth. 7  It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. 

Could any of us, in our infinite wisdom, add anything at all to these great attributes??  These words are simple
and easy to understand, i.e. no ambiguity, no doubt, nothing complex.  Yet, so profound!!! 

The Holy Spirit emphasizes in verses 8-13 how long love will last!   Forever!!  Implying everlasting love is much
greater than anything/everything that is temporary!!! As you read these verses please guard against the tendency
to get lost in the details of the things listed as temporary, in stead, focus on the everlasting nature of Love. 

8 ¶  Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are tongues, they will be
stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away. 9  For we know in part and we prophesy in part, 10  but
when perfection comes, the imperfect disappears. 11  When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought like
a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I put childish ways behind me. 12  Now we see but a
poor reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I know in part; then  I shall know fully,
even as I am fully known. 13  And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is
love.

Although love never fails, all spiritual gifts are temporary. Spiritual Gifts are also compared to childish behavior,
a poor reflection, and partial  knowledge. All of which will be left behind as we mature, or see face to face or
gain access to complete knowledge through The New Testament, 2 Tim. 3:16-17.

I now make a very unusual request. If it is convenient would you now pause in your reading of this article, fetch
your favorite translation and read this chapter again ... now,  ... very slowly.  I pray you will benefit from
rereading this favorite chapter with a renewed perspective.
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To continue: What is the “perfection” mentioned in verse 10, and when will it come?
1 Corinthians 13:10.  

Five reasons why “perfection” cannot refer to Christ.

8 ¶  Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are tongues, they will be
stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away. 9  For we know in part and we prophesy in part, 10  but
when perfection comes, the imperfect disappears. 11  When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought like
a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I put childish ways behind me. 12  Now we see but a
poor reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully,
even as I am fully known. 13  And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is
love.

When trying to understand any passage of scripture, context is everything!!  This entire chapter is talking about
our God-given capacity to love. The first 3 verses emphasize that the value of Love is greater than any other
Christian characteristic! Verses 4-7 define love by listing it’s attributes. The next paragraph, verses 8-12, stress
Love’s endurance. 

This overall context will assist us as we try to understand any verse in the chapter. When looking at verse 10,  
“but when perfection comes, the imperfect disappears,” we must note it is in the paragraph discussing the endurance
of Love, i.e. it  never fails!  But prophecies, tongues, knowledge will cease. Paul said, at the time, we only know
and prophecy in part and these partial things will cease “when perfection comes.” He then compares the present
spiritual condition to childish things which will disappear as we mature, and to the common poor reflection of all
mirrors of that day to the clear view we have face-to-face. 

Our emphasis now is on when will all these imperfections cease or die out?  “(B)ut when perfection comes, the
imperfect disappears.” What is “perfection”  and when will it come?

In an effort to find scriptural justification for believing the gifts of the Holy Spirit (detailed in 1 Corinthians 12)
still exist today, some have concluded the word “perfection” refers to Christ. Thus implying spiritual gifts will
continue until Christ’ second coming. There are at least 5 reasons why this cannot be so.

1) If  perfection  refers to Christ the phrase must say “When perfection returns, comes again, or when we
renew our acquaintance with him ...etc.” since Christ has already been on earth. The context plainly
describes the presence of perfection as something not yet seen, therefore it cannot refer to Christ.

2) The word “perfection” is neuter gender in Greek, meaning a thing. Therefore, it cannot refer to a person.

3) The context of 1 Corinthians 13:8-12 plainly says the gifts are temporary. If they last until Christ comes they
would be permanent, having lasted until the end of time.

4) Paul says in verse 13, “faith, hope and love” remain. Remain after what? The immediate context, verses 8-12,
is talking about the endurance of love compared to the gifts. It seems most reasonable that Paul is saying
Faith, Hope and Love will remain after the gifts have ceased. But if the gifts last until Christ comes, then
faith and hope will continue after that! But that is not possible because Romans 8:24, Hebrews 11:1 imply
faith and hope cease when Christ comes. Therefore the Gifts must cease before Christ comes, not when he
comes.

5) If the Gifts last until Christ comes, they will be active while “the lawless one” is performing false “miracles,
    signs and wonders,” 2 Thessalonians 2:1-12. Yet the Bible gives us no way to distinguish the Devil’s false 
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    miracles from the true miracles from God. But since 2 Timothy 3:16-17 says the Bible thoroughly equips us
    for every good work it would tell us how to discern the difference, if indeed, they appeared at the same time.
    Therefore the spiritual gifts from God must cease before “the man of lawlessness” comes. Yet, the lawless one
    will appear before Christ’ return, (v. 8 from our passage) and  Revelation 20:7. Therefore the gifts must cease  
     before the second coming!

Because of these five reasons the spiritual gifts from God cannot last until Christ’s return, therefore the word
“perfection” cannot refer to Christ.

If perfection cannot refer to Christ, to what does it refer? 

Since The Word is from God it  is perfect. 2 Timothy 3:16-17 says The Word will thoroughly equip the man of
God for every good work!  

Therefore, all spiritual gifts would die out as those who had the gifts in the first century died over the
same period of time it took for the “perfect” New Testament to be finished and available. 

A short summary of these last two pages is printed below for all those who would like a condensed version to carry in your
Bible or share with a friend. Just print this page and trim!!

The “perfection” in 1 Cor. 13:10 
      cannot be Christ because:

1) It does not say “again” or  “returns.”
2) “the perfection” is neuter gender in Greek.
      Therefore, cannot refer to a person.
3) 1 Cor. 13:8-12 => the gifts are temporary.      
    If they last until Christ comes, they would      
   be permanent, because when Christ
    returns, time will end! (Rev. 10:6, KJV)
4) V. 13 says “faith, hope and love” will  
    remain after the gifts have ceased. But
    Rom. 8:24, Heb 11:1 => faith and hope
    cease when Christ comes., therefore the
    Gifts must cease before Christ comes, not
     when he comes.
5) If the Gifts last until Christ comes, they
    will be active while “the lawless one” is
    performing false “miracles, signs and
    wonders.” 2 Thess. 2:1-12 But the Bible
    gives us no way to distinguish the false
    ones from the true ones. Yet we have  2
    Tim. 3:16-17 saying the Bible gives us           
    everything we need. Therefore the 
    Spiritual Gifts from God must have 
    ceased before “the lawless one” comes.
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